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REMINISCENCES OF WINFIELD S. HANCOCK.
in the future of many of his friends, who had suffered long" and in various ways in consequence of their adherence to his cause. He accepted, however, the situation as a soldier, not as a politician. Still, he desired to live long enough to see his party once more in power.
His defeat determined him never again to permit his name to come prominently, in a political sense, before the people, so displeased was he with the lack of earnestness, that was observed and reported by active, disinterested friends, on the part of some of those in charge of the campaign, and the inaction of many of the pretended leaders, who manifested their discontent by indifference throughout the campaign. With all this, including" the successful attempt to amalgamate tickets, which were drawn by hundreds who have since testified to the fact, from Tammany boxes, his popularity and strength before the people could not be concealed, for the successful candidate received a plurality of only 7,018 out of a total popular vote of 9,000,000.
Besides this, General Hancock was told by a prominent and well-known man of New York City, who offered to give evidence of the fact, that five thousand of his votes were cast into the Hudson River. Others since have corroborated this statement.which occurred at 7 o'clock on the morning of the day upon which this official announcement was made, changed an occasion which should have been cheerful and congratulatory. Where congratulations and rejoicing were to have reigned, a stillness of death pervaded the ceremony of announcement: Why was it decreed that at the moment of exultation and rejoicing, ansider as leaving it somewhat disqretionary with me. I returned on the 3ist of December, 1876, from St. Louis.
